THE AWAKENING OF LABOUR
of corporate interests. Engels has described the influence of
factory and urban life in stimulating self-consciousness
among working men/The workers,' he wrote, 'begin to feel
as a class, as a whole; they begin to perceive that, though
feeble as individuals, they form a power united; their
separation from the bourgeoisie, the development of views
peculiar to the workers and corresponding to their position
in life, is fostered; the consciousness of oppression awakens,
and the workers attain social and political importance* The
great cities are the birthplaces of labour movements; in
them the workers first began to reflect upon their own
condition and to struggle against it; in them the opposition
between proletariat and bourgeoisie first made itself manifest.
Without the great cities and their forcing influence upon the
popular intelligence the working class would be far less
advanced than it is.3 In the next place the 'Industrial Revolu-
tion' appeared to intensify the immemorial contrast between
riches and poverty. Alike in industry and agriculture large-
scale production challenged small-scale production, and as a
result economic power was vested in fewer hands. Capital ac-
cumulated rapidly yet at the same time intense social misery
prevailed. The situation seemed paradoxical. The spectacle
of great wealth poured out by machinery, sharply accentu-
ated as it was by striking inequalities in its distribution, pro-
voked a fierce spirit of resentment and awakened the dormant
feeling of class antagonism.
The ultimate consequences of the inventions have un-
doubtedly been, on the whole, beneficial. None the less
progress has been achieved at a price, and a well-balanced
view of the 'Industrial Revolution3 will take into account
both the price which has been paid and the gain which has
accrued. Contemporaries however wTere, not unnaturally,
mostly alive to the evils of the new industrial system; and in
their eyes its disadvantages outweighed its merits. It was a
common view that, bad as was American slavery, 'the white
slavery in the manufactories of England was far worse/
Robert Owen asserted that the effect of all the 'splendid
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